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TECHNIQUE : COLOUR & CONTRAST

Colour to
the Max

Duncan Evans cooks up portraits with
extreme colour and contrast

talking about are colour and contrast, but the key is to ensure that

detail and character are retained. Push those colours and contrast
to the max, but do it sympathetically so that it enhances the image,
rather than detracts from it. Here are two examples shot in a studio with
flash units but expensive equipment is not required. Either could be shot
using tungsten lamps and a simple backdrop.

0 nce in a while it's good to push things to extremes. What I'm
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FINAL IMAGE

A riot of co-ordinated colour and sultriness. The black hat
holds the top of the image together and matches the bikini top.

Unsharp Mask - the standard sharpening tool - increases

contrast at edges to give the illusion of sharpening. This
is not the effect that is wanted. The layer’s blending mode was
set to Overlay which increases the contrast throughout the
image. If this is too strong and too much detail burns out,
reduce the opacity - here it was reduced to 50 per cent.
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FINAL IMAGE g

The layers were flattened and a border from Photo/Graphic Edges 6 was added. If you want to go right to
the max you can increase the contrast further, but then detail will burn out and it's an effect better suited
for male subjects.
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